WATERWAYS INFRASTRUCTURE AND INVESTMENT NETWORK (WIIN)

'SEAGRASS

Coastal habitat an indicator of water quality, provides benefits to wildlife and economy
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Seagrass overview

In the Delaware Estuary, where fresh water from the
Delaware River mixes with salty water from the Delaware
Bay, underwater grasses and other types of seagrasses
are an integral part of the ecosystem.

Submerged aquatic vegetation or SAV, which resemble
meadows on land, is found underwater in the shallows of
bays, lagoons, and estuaries. Similar to corals, SAV forms
structures that provide habitat for many aquatic
organisms, including fish, crustaceans, shellfish and other
commercially and recreationally important species.

Healthy seagrasses sustain activities that boost coastal
economies, such as duck hunting, wildlife watching, and
fishing.

While SAV provide a wide range of benefits, they are very
sensitive to changes in water quality and act as a sentinel,
indicating the overall health of an ecosystem.

The Waterways Infrastructure and Investment Network (WIIN) is a coalition of partners
and stakeholders that was awarded grant funding by the National Coastal Resilience Fund
(through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration) to create a natural resource evaluation and management plan
for the Mispillion and Cedar Creek watersheds.
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