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Buffer Ordinance Comparison

Tidal Wetlands & 100 ft. 100 ft. 50 300 ft. 200 ft. 80-300 ft. 150-500 ft.
Waters
Nontidal Wetlands 50 ft. 25 ft. 0 ft. 0 - 150 ft. 25 ft. 50 100
Headwaters 100 ft. 50 ft. 0 ft. 300 ft. 100 ft. 35-80 35-150
Larger/Perennial 100 ft. or 50 100 ft. 0 - 50 ft. 300 ft. 100 ft. 80 150
Waterways ft. from
floodplain
Vegetation Type Natural/ Natural Natural/ Existing Natural Natural Natural
Forest /Forest Forest Vegetation or /Forest /Forest JForest
Natural
/Forest
Vegetation Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing natural Existing Existing
Preservation native natural natural vegetation vegetation native native
vegetation  buffers buffers vegetation  vegetation
Buffer Mgmt. Plan  No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Source: Delaware Center for the Inland Bays

http://www.inlandbays.org/projects-and-issues/issues/protectsussex/#density
http://www.inlandbays.org/wp-content/uploads/Water-Quality-Buffers-for-Waters-and-Wetlands-Presentation.pdf



http://www.inlandbays.org/projects-and-issues/issues/protectsussex/#density
http://www.inlandbays.org/wp-content/uploads/Water-Quality-Buffers-for-Waters-and-Wetlands-Presentation.pdf
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Buffer

A managed area between land uses, natural resources, or other features.

Function Function Description

General Protect the resources defined in the ordinance and their associated functions

Reduce and filter sediment, nitrogen, and phosphorous loads; moderate water
Water Quality temperature; promote infiltration, stabilize water’s edge/provide erosion
reduction

Provide nesting and roosting opportunities for wildlife that use protected
resources, provide sanctuary/refuge for wildlife during high water events,

Habitat provide critical water’s edge habitat, protect breeding and feeding grounds,
protect rare/endangered species associated with these resources and their
upland edge.

Flood Mitigation = Reduce flood velocities, provide additional storage/conveyance, reduce
and Drainage stormwater discharge energy




Buffer Widths

Resource Type Current Buffer Full Buffer Zone A Zone B
Width (ft) Width (ft) (ft)* (ft)
Tidal Waters 50 100 50 50
Tidal Wetlands 50 100 50 50
——®w n o
Non-tidal Wetlands* 0 30 15 15
Intermittent Streams* 0 30 15 15

* Zone A is the zone closest to the resource
* Buffers only apply to resources subject to requlation by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

"Wetlands presence consideration




Permitted Activities

Activity Zone A Zone B
Water-related facilities and amenities which are required to support
water-dependent projects approved by a federal or state permit,
including but not limited to: marinas, wharfs, community docking PERMITTED PERMITTED
facilities, boat ramps, and canoe/kayak launches
Installation, repair, or maintenance of infrastructure or utilities,
including roads, bridges, culverts, water lines, and sanitary sewer lines PERMITTED PERMITTED
Temporary impacts resulting from installation of utilities by trenching
. e PERMITTED PERMITTED

methods with proper permitting
Stormwatér Ma.nagement conveyances as approved by the Sussex DEm D Em
Conservation District
Tax Ditch Maintenance as approved by DNREC PERMITTED PERMITTED
Mai f oth i h I

alntenar.1ce o. ot. er drainage channels (as approved by Sussex BERMITTED BERMITTED
Conservation District)
Structural crossings such as bridges or. boardwalks which may be PERMITTED PERMITTED
exempt from State or Federal Regulations
Impacts to resource buffers resulting from State and/or Federally
permitted disturbances to wetland and water resources such as
resource maintenance, utilities, roads, bridges, docks, piers, boat PERMITTED PERMITTED

ramps, bulkheads, shoreline stabilization, and resources authorized to
be filled or disturbed for development




Permitted Activities, continued...

Activity Zone A Zone B

Maintenance or modification to previously existing structures
and improvements within existing footprint PERMITTED PERMITTED
State or Federally approved wetland restoration, creation, and
enhancement projects PERMITTED PERMITTED
State or Federally approved Flood Plain Restoration, Creation,

. . PERMITTED PERMITTED
enhancement, or Expansion and/or Stream Restoration
Soil Erosion and Sediment Control measures as approved by
Sussex Conservation District PERMITTED PERMITTED
Walking Trails (pervious materials only) if approved by DNREC
and the USACE within the adjoining resource PEFIWIUTIED PEFIWIUTIED
Forest Management Activities conducted under supervision of
a Licensed Forester or Arborist PERMITTED PERMITTED
Invasive Species Control (plant, insect, animal) PERMITTED PERMITTED
Planting/establishment of native vegetation (as listed by
DNREC) to reforest buffers or to enhance unforested buffer PERMITTED PERMITTED

areas




Activities with Restrictions

Activity Zone A Zone B
Walking trails parallel to a resource NOT PERMITTED PERMITTED
Installation, repair, maintenance, and removal of wells
(potable, monitoring, injection as approved by NOT PERMITTED PERMITTED
state/federal agencies)
M W lity BMP
Stormwater Management Water Qua |tY | S as NOT PERMITTED PERMITTED
approved by the Sussex Conservation District
NOT
Sewage disposal facilities NOT PERMITTED
PERMITTED
Storage of hazardous materials and siting of industrial NOT
NOT PERMITTED
sites, landfills, or junkyards PERMITTED
Swimming pools, community clubhouses, and all non- NOT
ter-d dent lated i t t NOT PERMITTED
water-dependent or related improvements no PERMITTED

specifically permitted under this section
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