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What is a
Tax Ditch?




A governmental subdivision of the state

A watershed-based organization formed
by a prescribed legal process in
Superior Court

Made up of all landowners (also called
taxables) of a particular watershed or
sub-watershed




Tax Ditch Organizations

» Tax ditches are organized into
watersheds™ across the state

« Each watershed is run by a tax
ditch organization which is

comprised of the landowners that ~ New 26
the tax ditch provides a service for  Castle
In that watershed Kent 78
Sussex 137
Totals 234 (7 are dual
county®)

* A tax ditch watershed does not necessarily follow the natural watershed boundary
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769
1,193
2,019



iax Ditch Watersheds

» Tax ditches are organized into
watersheds™ across the state

« Each watershed is run by a tax
ditch organization which is
comprised of the landowners that
the tax ditch provides a service for
In that watershed

* A tax ditch watershed does not necessarily follow the natural watershed boundary



Anatomy of a Tax Ditch

Tax ditch right-of-ways are areas of f ey ! . :
land where permanent structures (buildings, , - | Tax ditch banks can be susceptible to erosion.

fences, pools, etc.) are prohibited. The Tax Ditch . 1K Keep banks stable with vegetation. Avoid crossing the
Drganizﬁhm us&s}mesg areas to access the | ditch with off-road vehicles or using as a water
ditch and dispose of spoil and debris. Keep these ' access point.
areas clear so they can be accessed for

maintenance at any time.

Private crossing and drainage outlets may be

Most tax ditch channels were ' installed on a tax ditch at the landowner’s expense,
designed to handle agricultural runoff _ ' but must be done to tax ditch design specifications.
and may top their banks for short periods & . Contact our office for mare information.
of time during high flows. -




Who's Responsible for Maintaining the Ditch?

* The operations of a tax ditch organization are overseen by officers
« Chairman, ditch manager(s) and a secretary-treasurer

 These officers are landowners within the watershed and are elected
at an annual meeting by the landowners (also called taxables)

* The tax ditch organizations determine their own maintenance needs
and the course of action based off the funds they have received from
their ditch taxes



Who Pays the Tax?

Landowner in a watershed that
receive a benefit from the tax ditch
may be charged a yearly tax that goes
to maintenance of the tax ditch

Cost-share or matching programs are
also made available through the
conservation districts to support
maintenance activities




Agencies Assisting Tax Ditches Day-to-Day

 DNREC Drainage Program — Tax Ditch Program
» Kent Conservation District

* New Castle Conservation District

» Sussex Conservation District



DNREC’s
Tax Ditch Program

Melissa Hubert
(Program Manager Il)
Brittany Haywood
(Program Manager )

« Operates under the roles and responsibilities
assigned in the Delaware Code under Title 7
Chapter 41 “Agricultural and Soil Conservation;
Drainage and Reclamation of Lowlands”

* Responsibilities of Program:
» Administrative and technical assistance for tax
ditch organizations
* Court Order Changes

« Repository for tax ditch systems and
information

 Administer funds to the Conservation Districts to
provide financial assistance for tax ditch
maintenance

 Assist with maintenance and inspection of tax
ditch systems
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Delaware Tax Ditch Map

Enter an address here.

Tax Ditch Mapper

« de.gov/taxditchmap

 Use to locate tax ditches,
watersheds, right of ways
and more

« Map layer is also available
on FirstMap to download

5 S =corephics | Delawears Office of Ssts Planning C.. :




) Delaware Tax Ditch Map = ¢ € = o=

Enter an address here.. Legend ] ®

® 0 K DE_Street_View - STREET_VIEW

&. |

DE_Road_Inventory - Road Inventory

— |nterztate

=il e, Terminology to Know

Principal Arterizl

g

Minor Arterial
Mejor Collector

Minar Collector

ROW — right-of-way

COC - court order change

| TOB - top of ditch bank

a SR ST CL — centerline of ditch or pipe

Local

f ;;:m DE_State_Parcels - New Castle Parcels
IR GRAVELLYJBRANCH

DE_Stats_ Porcals - SussexParcels SAR — special access right of way

DelDOT Road Drainage - NPDES

@ CulvertFoint
4 Conwral Srructure

@ Dummy Point, Qurfall

& Dummy Point
p—
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Court Order Changes are Necessary Because..




Public Ditch/
Resource Conservation &

Development Projects
(RC&D) Program




8 Sussex County Highlight o

Won the Governor’s Urb
Conservation Award for

County

$75,000 Stream Re's.tora Publlc Dltch/ RC&D Program

Solved a Bank Erosion p
helped meet Chesapeak
goals

Coordination with Conservation
Districts for drainage projects to:
Enhance the health of communities

by improving watershed and drainage
Issues statewide

Manages drainage concerns, project
development, contract development
and oversight, landowner permissions

Works on smaller drainage projects
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Drainage Assistance Line
Reporting

« 302-855-1955
« DNREC Drainage@delaware.gov
» de.gov/taxditch

DNREC HANDLES CONCERNS FOR
KENT AND SUSSEX COUNTIES

NCCDC HANDLES CONCERNS FOR NEW
CASTLE COUNTY

L5

-

DIVISIONS ~ ABOUT DNREC ~ ADMIN. LAW ~ NEWSROOM

CONTACT US Q

Drainage Concern Reporting Form

SIS

= Watershed
Stewardship

Home 4%
Contact Us
Beaches p
Waterways »
Wetlands »
Water Quality »

Sediment /

Stormwater b

Drainage & Flooding
)

Conservation

Programs b

You can get advice or technical assistance with drainage issues on your
property. The first step is reporting the issue, using the form below.

What is your name? How can we contact you?

Phone Number Email address

What issue are you reporting? If you chose “other,” please explain.

Choose the option that best describes theis v

Where is the property with the drainage concern?

Street Address City DE ZIP Code
County County Tax Parcel Number

Please briefly describe the drainage problem.

Where is the drainage concern on the property?

Can you share a photo of the problem?
Chooeo Dile | B- £ oo o




THANK YOU!

DNREC Drainage Program:
302-855-1930

Tax Ditch Program — de.gov/taxditch

Melissa Hubert- Melissa.Hubert@delaware.gov

* Brittany Haywood-
Brittany.Haywood@delaware.gov

* Public Drainage Program
« Tyler Brown- Tyler.Brown@delaware.gov
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