


Agenda

• Delaware Flood Planning Tool
• Overview
• Updates

• New sources of flood risk information
• First Street Foundation’s Flood Factor tool
• Realtor.com



Delaware Flood 
Planning Tool

• Interactive web map 
application for 
researching flood risk 
in Delaware

• Available data
• FEMA effective 

floodplain mapping
• Preliminary 

floodplain mapping
• Elevation contours
• LOMR locations
• Hydraulic models

• User friendly results 
and print functions







Flood Planning Tool updates

• Updated user interface

• Improved location search capabilities

• Stream centerlines for hydraulic model download

• Sea level rise – coastal inundation mapping
• DGS/DNREC Coastal Programs developed mapping
• Mean Higher-High Water (MHHW) to 7 feet above MHHW 

in 1-foot increments

• Users Guide





Hydraulic 
Model 
Download



Sea level rise inundation scenarios



First Street Foundation Flood Factor Tool







Flood Factor Model and Data

• Property-specific flood score, 1-10 
scale

• Probabilistic modeling

• fluvial, pluvial, coastal flood 
sources

• 5-year, 100-year, 500-year

• Large national data set and model; 
provides aggregated, generalized 
data

• Based on 20-meter Digital Elevation 
Model

• Does not model roads and hydraulic 
structures

• Extent of model validation unclear

Usefulness:

• Risk awareness

• Planning

• General risk identification

Not Recommended for:

• Determinations for insurance and 
zoning decisions

• Setting a BFE for permitting

• Providing data for Letters of Map 
Change (LOMC)

From ASFPM Talking Points on the First Street Foundation Flood Risk Model 6/26/20



Flood Factor 
vs. Flood 
Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) in 
Delaware

• Delaware has modernized, 
digital FIRM floodplain maps

• FIRM modeling incorporates 
local information and data

• DNREC works to improve 
FIRMs through Cooperating 
Technical Partner program

• Flood Factor modeling is done 
on a national scale; no local 
input or validation

• Spot check of Delaware 
locations shows reasonable 
Flood Factor results in some 
locations and questionable 
results in other locations













Thanks!
Questions?
Gina.Tonn@Delaware.gov

302-739-9921

Delaware Flood Planning Tool - http://de.gov/floodplanning

mailto:Gina.Tonn@Delaware.gov









